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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
During the 2020-2021 reporting period, there were at least 85 incidents of non-state armed groups, state
armed forces, and pro-state allied groups occupying or attacking schools, mostly in the context of electionrelated violence. Police also used excessive force against school and university students and personnel
during the reporting period.

Context
The security situation in Central African Republic (CAR) deteriorated during the 2020-2021 reporting period. A 2019
peace deal between the government and 14 armed groups collapsed in late 2020,489 after the Constitutional Court invalidated former president Francois Bozizé’s candidacy in the presidential elections.490 In response, the newly formed
Coalition des Patriotes pour le Changement (CPC – Coalition of Patriots for Change), a group of non-state armed groups
mobilized in part by Bozizé,491 called for the elections to be postponed.492
The CPC attacked and occupied several cities and towns during the reporting period, causing an increase in violence
nationally.493 Between mid-December 2020 and late January 2021, violence affected at least ten of CAR’s 16 prefectures,
covering the western half of the country, as well as parts of the center and the south.494 CAR armed forces (FACA), peacekeepers from the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA), bilateral allied forces, and private military personnel combatted the CPC.495 In March and October 2021, the
UN raised concerns over CAR’s hiring of foreign fighters and found evidence of human rights abuses and violations of
international law by private security forces operating jointly with FACA, and in some instances UN peacekeepers.496
Civilians suffered the worst effects of armed conflict during the reporting period. In 2021, 3.1 million people, or around
two-thirds of the population, needed humanitarian assistance, including 1.3 million children, according to the UN.497
Between December 2020 and February 2021, over 240,000 people were newly internally displaced by electoral violence498 and over 110,000 fled the country.499 Around 1.4 million people were internally displaced or refugees at the
end of 2021.500 The UN reported that almost 3,000 children were recruited by armed groups within the first seven weeks
of 2021.501 The number of incidents involving explosive weapons increased in 2021, with over 30 incidents reported in
2021, some of which affected civilians, including children, according to the UN.502
The UN reported that the increase in violence following the elections led to schools being used for military purposes,
damaged, or forced to close in 11 out of 16 prefectures.503 At least 999 schools were non-operational as a result of fighting, and half of the country’s children were out of school because of the renewed fighting.504 School closures in March
2020 in response to Covid-19 also disrupted the learning of more than 1.4 million students; in areas affected by violence,
such as in the far north prefecture of Vakaga, in Haut-Mbomou in the southeast, and in parts of Ouham and Ouham
Pendé in the west, school openings were delayed.505 The UN reported that insecurity in these regions has displaced
many teachers, destroyed schools, and caused children to stay home out of fear.506 School closures led to increased
risks of child recruitment and use, and sexual violence,507 as well as being linked to an increase in pregnancy among
girls.508

Attacks on schools
GCPEA collected reports documenting over 48 attacks on schools during the 2020-2021 reporting period. The UN verified
four attacks on schools in 2019,509 and 34 attacks in 2018.510 While attacks increased in 2020 and 2021 as compared
to 2019, rates remained lower than an earlier peak on attacks on schools reported in Education under Attack 2018.
The UN verified 23 attacks against schools and protected personnel in 2020.511 The majority of these incidents occurred
during and immediately following the elections on December 27, 2020, when the UN verified that the CPC attacked 17
schools serving as polling stations.512 Of these, 14 such incidents occurred in Nana Mambéré, Mambéré-Kadei, BasseKotto and Bamingui-Bangoran prefectures.513 Throughout 2020, GCPEA collected reports documenting at least three attacks on schools but was not able to determine whether any of these were included in the UN’s total.514 These included:

•

On March 27, 2020, an unidentified armed group set a school on fire in Ndele, Bamingui-Bangoran prefecture,
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according to a local media source.515

•

On September 9, 2020, a non-state armed group reportedly raided classrooms in a school in Niem, Nana-Mambéré prefecture, forcing students to leave, and driving out teachers and the school director, according to a local
media source.516

In 2021, the UN documented 25 incidents of attacks on schools; of these, 18 were verified and occurred between January
and June517 while the remaining seven were reported between September and November.518 In addition, the UN verified
75 incidents of attacks on schools and military use of schools between December 2020 and July 2021.519 While many of
these incidents likely took place in 2021, GCPEA could not disaggregate the total by year, nor could GCPEA determine
how many were attacks and how many were military use of schools. In addition, GCPEA identified two media reports of
attacks on schools in 2021, which may be included in the UN count:

•

Radio Ndeke Luka reported that on an unspecified date in early January 2021, a non-state armed group reportedly destroyed a primary school in Yassinda district of Bangui. According to locals, the group also burned
and looted teaching materials.520

•

Media sources reported that around April 14, 2021, alleged pro-government private security forces reportedly
destroyed school furniture and looted private shops in Batangafo, Ouham prefecture, after taking over the city
from a non-state armed group. Residents reported to a local media source they also destroyed school furniture
or used it as firewood.521

Attacks on students, teachers, and other education personnel
During the 2020-2021 reporting period, GCPEA collected two reported attacks on students, teachers, and other education personnel. Both attacks were connected to education-related protests by students or teachers. In contrast, GCPEA
identified seven such attacks in 2019 and four in 2018, most of which were perpetrated by armed groups.522 This decrease may be due to under-reporting or a decline in such incidents during Covid-19 related school closures.
In 2020, GCPEA identified one reported attack on students. On March 2, 2020, thousands of secondary school students
allegedly marched in the Fifth Arrondissement area of Bangui, demanding that authorities end school shift systems
and calling for the regularization of non-permanent contractual teachers who were on strike. Demonstrators reportedly
clashed with military and security forces, leaving several students injured.523
In addition, GCPEA collected one reported attack on teachers in 2020. On March 4, 2020, non-permanent contracted
teachers went on strike in Bangui to demand employment. Several teachers protested in front of the Office of the Prime
Minister in the Fifth Arrondissement area of Bangui, where police forces intervened and arrested at least 11 protesters.524
At the time of writing GCPEA had not identified any attacks on school students, teachers, or other education personnel
in 2021.

Military use of schools and universities
In 2020 and 2021, GCPEA collected at least 45 reports of military use of schools, an increase as compared to previous
years. GCPEA identified six cases of military use in 2019 and 13 reports in 2018.525 Some UN reporting for 2020 and
2021, described in the above section on attacks on schools, did not distinguish between attacks and military occupation, meaning that the total number of schools used may have been higher. Military use was likely under-reported during
the reporting period due to challenges in data collection.526
The UN reported the military use of ten schools in 2020.527 Over the year, GCPEA collected three media reports of military use of schools by armed groups. GCPEA could not determine whether any of the reports were included in the
UN’s tally. These included:

•

On September 27, 2020, an armed group allegedly established a camp in a school in Nanga Boguila subprefecture, Ouham prefecture, according to a local media source.528

•

On October 24, 2020, in Nanga Boguila subprefecture, Ouham prefecture, an armed group reportedly occupied
a school, after MINUSCA instructed the group to vacate another school in the vicinity.529
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In 2021, the UN reported that several dozen schools had been occupied during the year.530 Military occupation of schools
was reported in the context of state forces and allied forces retaking towns and villages from non-state armed groups.
In some cases, schools were used for several weeks or months. For example, in February 2021, the UN reported that,
following election-related violence, 26 schools remained occupied by armed groups,531 and that 13 schools were still
being used in June 2021.532 In addition, GCPEA identified five reports of military use of schools in 2021:

•

According to media reports, on March 17, 2021, FACA, with support from other security personnel, allegedly retook the town of Nanga Boguila, Ouham prefecture, which had been occupied by a non-state armed group and
proceeded to occupy several classrooms and the director’s office of the local school.533

•

According to media reports, two schools in Boda, Lobaye prefecture, were occupied by private security personnel in March and April 2021, affecting the education of around 2,000 children.534

•

On March 11, 2021, the UN verified the occupation of a school by private security personnel in Ouaka prefecture.535

•

On April 14, 2021, after FACA and private security personnel retook Batangafo, Ouham prefecture, from a nonstate armed group, private security personnel allegedly occupied the main school of the subprefecture, according to local media.536

Attacks on higher education
Between 2020 and 2021, GCPEA collected one report of an attack on higher education. No reported attacks on higher
education were collected in the period covered by Education under Attack 2020. According to media reports, on April
3, 2020, students from the University of Bangui were protesting in Bangui to demand payment of their bursaries. Police
arrested at least three students.537
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